U2 ST,LUKERE!S

A narrative moem for the church dedication,Aug.,I957

This is ocur St,Luke!
This is our building vear.
This is our church built to the
Glory of God in the year I957--

<

ity--by only a few faithful and pers evering,qiligent

Sixty six years agpp it was started--with only a thirob of
vital
ni natient--with fo:building of their own,

St, Iluke's grew-more members joined, The first baptism,in
tle Methodist church which we used---Clara Hoppe Sonn,
faithful and generous through the years,

Nov.2,I891 was the date of the first regular church m,eting--
fourteen members signed the constitution-- Theodore Wess,l,
Christan Zords,William Steinhous,Carl Dornberg,Fred Collien,
John Weidenhoeft ,Jokn Ctto,Fred Senser,Johann Schmidt, Edwarj
Greul ,Ferilinanl Honne Goorge Herman ,Fred Schmidt anl Karl Kutz--
note these names ot our founders--~the first election t&ok

nlace ,Theodore Wessel the first president,

Two acres of lani hought on Second Street at a cost of $5300~—-
a church built shortly after 40x26xI6--2 woocd burning stove-—-—
kerosene lamps--hitching posts——-—

a modest beginning

it was St, Luke's

"Be ye also doers of the Word"

A regular minister was needeil-—-a shenherd for the flock--ev
John Schultz,yveunkg anl zealous was called---he servel Van ildyne
anl Oakfield diligently anl faithfully seventeen years--

was well loved,

He had the first confirmation class-- QOtto,louise Helene,and

Robert Mueller,August 23,I892-w—-
He hal the first uommunion ,2with fourteen participating,Nov,}
Ic92
the first marriage,the first funeral,
His early years were difficult--he came from Van fJyne by train,
by & Lcyclp by hand car,by horse an, buggy--
St, Iuke's increased its memhership
And became self supvporting—-
Rev, Schultz outstansing minister,well loved,



Rev, Sauver was called and sevrved for a year. The members determimed
to keep their church,their 5t, luke's,

Rev, Kammholz was called and served five years-- a family man,
a marsonage was needed- a house was bought two blocks awey--
1iligence ani patience kept.3t, Luke's growing--

the throb of vitality was strongei,

In September ,I9I1,a lLadies Aid was organirzed--Mary's and Martha's
of the church,an integral wart,
Notice those names of cr#il: hands who guided the faith for us-
the charter members--Mesdames F, Kammholz Frank Schoepke , Helen
Krueger,Marie Lange ,Karl Kutz,John Sonn,Fred Colliem,Karl Koll-
man ,Robert Zuehlke,Ferdinand Guelzow,Mary Grahow,Carl Wiese,
Carl Schroeder ,William Krueger ,Gust Parduhn,J.Zimmermen,J Reicherf,
(Now Mrs Karl Kollman the one remaining Charter member, )

Roots of faithfulness for posterity,

loyal workers to salute.

Loyal workers to cherish in our memories

: of St, Lukels,

Ig13, A tower with belfry,school adiition,a chancel! amd sacristy-
a bell,chandeliers,furnace,imptovements for St, luke's,

pJ bl
Rev, Kammholsz released after a call to Trenton,
Rev, Pohley installed Nov,15,I916.
Time of war. The Germen language in controversy,

1923 the first class confirmedl in Znglish-- dev Sitz installed
July I,I923,releasel after a year to teach at Watertown,

Rev, John Dowidat installed Nov,I2,I92%--kev Dowidat,loved
and beloved shepherd--faithful and conscientious to St, Luke'ls
for twenty six years-- ,

Ladies Aid and Young People(s Society.

Young anl old,Golden Years,
Time of Sunday School organization,Sunday School an integral
nart of church—---increasei membershin,

I94T,the Golden Jubilee year for S5t,luke's--1945 the fiftieth
anniversary of Wev,Bowijat in the ministry--retirement well

deserved ,after culmination of service in the Lord'ls Vinevari,

I949 ., Rev Jlarence Koepsell installed Nov.2Ist,voung anl vital---
descendants of the egarly faithful increasing-- iutheran religion
exnanling---absorbing sermons--new families from other nlaces
with us---the chior an infinite treasure,
Memorial wreaths and building funds esteblishel with one goal
in sight,as yet uncharterei--

Our minister loved and revered,



Peak of membershin and inadeguafe space--other churches visited
anl comparel--the question openly reverbhevating~--a new churcli 7

Yes,voted officially by members, April<, 1954,

A Buitiing Committeeypainstakjnv andl loyal ,willing and undounted--

execntive pnd finance committees--other commitlees,pnually

enthusiastic,all men of integrity and good
All members co-onerative,with eager

hands to do their

wart,
Architect engaged anl nlans made,

Ground breaking, April I5,I956--
Farner Stone laying, Oct,7,I956--
both Glory Days.

Over = vyear of building--months of exnectation--hours of work--
pledges fulfilled--harmony and fellowship in nreseverance for
a2 common cause-—--mutual nride in occomnlishments,

Appreciation unboundedl to all those who gave of themselves to
accomplish the taslt--everlasting gratitule to lev Koewnsell for
his patiemne anil tact in the stupendous work,

Today we have St, Luke's—- beautiful and spacious,dignifiel

and modern—-—-

the church itself dindescribablyv beautifui-

With windows and furnishings in harmony--

comnlete with fellowshin hall anl kitchen,chior loftl an4 entrance
halis-~

the grounls ingeniously and marvelously lanjiscaned,aperfect and

astablished setting,

All work a lahor of love,

/

39I,fourteen members,nlanning with foredight--
And ready hands carriel on unfalferingly,

I957,500 members,the throb of v1ta1Ltv grown to wholesome health-—-
957 ,0ur glory year,our enitome--
Cur building yvear,dédicatel to the Zlotry of God,Aug,

1

4, T1957.

This is St, Iunke'ls,
"H~yv amiable are Thy Takavnacles,l Lordl o Miziz"
‘nd may our lawadl ones in His Keenings he wwitl ca i
todav anil 21avs here at

St, Iukels,



