
 President Rick Reehl called the meeting to 
order at 11:55 a.m.  Pastor Goelzer opened with a 
prayer and devotion on the book of Mark.  (Copies 
of all reports and handouts are available from the 
church secretary and on the church’s website.)  21 
voters were present. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
 MSP: To dispense with the reading of the 
minutes and to accept them as written. 
 
Pastor’s Report 
  Pastor presented a membership activity 
summary.  The total number of souls has grown 
from 455 at the beginning of the year to 473.  
Almost 74% of our members have attended services 
in the last three months, compared to 70% in 2010.  
Members taking communion in the last three 
months is up almost 10% since 2008.  The Monday 
evening service is averaging about 30 for 
September. 
 
Membership – Ratification of Council Actions 
 MSP: To accept Lindsey Cozer as a 
communicant member by affirmation of faith. 
 MSP: To accept Daniel Roberts by transfer 
from Trinity, Wabeno. 
 MSP: To transfer Linda Searl to Trinity in 
Neenah and Heather Boelk to St. John’s, Montello. 
 MSP: To reinstate Kenneth Nelson’s 
membership by affirmation of faith. 
 
Christian Growth Committee:  Joe Birschbach 
 Sunday School attendance has been 
averaging about 30 with most of those in pre-K and 
kindergarten.  Postcards will be sent to parents of 
children that have not been attending.  Childcare is 
available for parents during Sunday morning adult 
Bible class.  There will be no Sunday School on 
Mission Festival Sunday. 
 MSP: To approve Joe Birschbach’s 
appointment to fill the vacancy as committee 
chairman on the church council. 
 
Outreach Committee:  Gary Seyfert 
 Mission Festival will be on Sunday, October 
23.  There will be only one service at 9:00 a.m.  
(There will still be a Monday evening service at 
7:00 p.m.)  A brunch will follow the Sunday service 

and a sign-up sheet for food is in the narthex.  
Pastor Cox will preach the sermon and give a 
presentation after the brunch.  Pastor Cox has 
served with our medical mission in Africa. 
 The committee will be providing 
Thanksgiving meals to shut-ins and those less 
fortunate.   
 
Lutheran School Committee:  Dennis Loduha 
 Mr. Miller reported that our enrollment is 19 
in grades kindergarten through eighth grades.  The 
School Outreach Committee has met and is working 
on strategies to reach out to the community and 
publicize our school. 
 
Shepherding Committee:  Barry Zuelke 
 This committee has been working diligently 
to reach out to those members that haven’t been 
worshiping with us regularly.  Barry asked that all 
members encourage and invite these members to 
attend. 
 Barry will be stepping down from this 
council position at the end of the year due to a 
conflict with his new work hours.  His replacement 
will be appointed at the January voters’ meeting. 
 
Properties Committee:  Paul Rhode 
 Justin Rhode reported that work has been 
done in the parsonage bathroom.  A leak in the 
garage will also be taken care of. 
 Bruce and Justin Rhode presented 
information about the two estimates for repairing 
cracks in the parking lot.  The concern is that winter 
might exasperate the problem if we wait until it gets 
resealed next summer.  MSP: To pay Asphalt 
Specialists $515 from the Parish Improvement Fund 
to repair the cracks. 
 A concern was raised about the lack of 
volunteers to clean the church on a weekly basis.  
This will be referred to Paul Rhode. 
 
Secretary Committee: Dean Geisthardt 
 No report 
 
WLA Representatives 
 The WLA budget for 2012-2013 has a 3.9% 
increase over this school year. 
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Synod Convention 
 Brian Miller gave a brief report and 
encouraged the voters to attend if they ever have the 
opportunity. 
 
WELS United: Jerry Huth & John Panzer 
 15 congregations are now represented with 5 
being the most active.   

The Koine concert and pie social were very 
successful despite moving inside at WLA due to the 
weather.  Unfortunately there wasn’t room for all 
that came. 

The committee participated in Fond du 
Lac’s Fondue Fest.  750-1000 water bottles and 100 
Bibles were given out.  More of both would have 
been needed to fill all of the requests. 

A marriage retreat is being planned for 
February 10-12 in Green Lake. 

The committee is working on a common 
Christmas theme, so that postcards, door hangers, 
and banners can be purchased more economically. 
  
Finance Committee:  Tim Panzer 
 Total receipts for the General Fund are 
$226,634.98.  The total of all offerings is 
$236,674.62.  We’re $12,528.77 behind budget at 
this time. General Fund offerings need to average 
$7,096.16 per week to meet our budget. 
  
Treasurer’s Report:  Dave Tetzlaff 
 Tim Panzer reported that the 2011 General 
Fund expenditures are $240,641.18.  That creates a 
deficit of $14,006.20 for 2011.  The checkbook 
balance is $762.16.  Payments to WELS & WLA 
are up to date.  Our cash flow is becoming a 
problem. 
 Our mortgage balance with the Baehler 
Trust is $29,791.67.  Our bank and member loans 
total $60,905.65. 
 MSP:  To accept both financial reports. 
 
New Business 
 Rick Reehl presented the names of the 
nominees for the church council: John Panzer, John 
Roehl, Kevin Gierach, and John Sankey.  Justin 
Rhodes’ name was added with his consent.  MSP: 
To close nominations.  Those elected to three year 
terms were John Roehl, Justin Rhode, and John 
Sankey.  Kevin Gierach will be appointed at the 
January voters’ meeting to complete the last two 
years of Barry Zuelke’s term. The council will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, October 13, to reorganize 
for 2012.  

 Stewardship Sunday will be October 16 & 
17.  The council will present the proposed 2012 
budget, the giving plans, and the new offering 
envelope format. 
 Tim Panzer presented the tentative church 
budget for 2012.  The total budget was $345,012.00. 
This is an 8.19% increase over 2011.  It includes 
increases to WELS, WLA, salaries, insurance, and 
housing.  Details will be given in the presentations.  
It was pointed out that the Outreach Committee 
budget did not cover the cost of Spring Blast.  
$1800 was added to the budget to cover that 
expense.  MSP: To accept the proposed budget with 
the addition of $1800 for the Outreach Committee. 

The final budget will be set by the voters in 
January after all the giving plans and 2011 offerings 
have been tabulated. 

The council recommends that the voters pay 
for parsonage repairs from the Parish Improvement 
Fund because the Properties Committee’s budget 
doesn’t have enough money.  MSP: To pay 
$1,527.43 from the Parish Improvement Fund to 
cover expenses for painting, shower door, and 
cabinet work. 

The council is planning to have an energy 
audit done for all church properties to see if there 
are ways we could reduce our utility expenses. 
 
Furnishings Allowance: 
 MSP: To set Pastor Goelzer’s furnishings 
allowance at $10,000 and parsonage fair market 
rental value of $500 per month. 
 MSP:  To set Mr. Miller’s furnishings 
allowance at $12,000. 
 
 MSP:  A motion was made and seconded to 
adjourn the meeting. 
 
 The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
  Respectfully submitted, 
 

  John Sankey 
  (filling in for Dean Geisthardt) 


































